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Neolo Kidman woars
Loris Azzaro.
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advantage -

On today's red carpets, dressing in 20th-century couture “gives a celebrity a ot of
credibility”. Cameron Silver delights in sourcing fabulous and glamorous vintage gowns
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here are a number of directions
your mind might go wh
oo that Cameron Si
(pictured right) has scen many
of the best Hollywood bodies
up close and, well, undressed.
Sould he be a flm director?
Or a magazine publisher or a
plstic sugeen? I s were a mulilechoice te, the
ould be: none of the above.
Siver has found himelf conimually n his stuation
because he is the founder of Decades, the Los Angeles

leftthat deals in the serious business of making movies and
televison. Yet thanks to magazincs,

True. Though he landed in LA fom Singapore the

and fashion blogs, wearing a dress from the runway to
an event suddenly no longer delivered the surprise
moment. Who hadr'tscen i? Vintage solvs this problem
perfeclly. You have a_couture dress offering style
and mystique, one that hasn't been part of the season’s
fshion o pop cltre comeraton

Vintage is one way to have something truly
unique,” says Silver of i to the women from LA
1o Housion, Kuait to Sydney, who Fequent His store.
“The curnt sae of Tuxury is o incredibly ubiquitous

for a good percentage of the vintage dressing you see on
the ted carpet now but for ransporting vintage from the
eait s musty and e

ble, I think a lot of peop true luxory
radsceavaliuin original incamation of luxury
and find a lot of appeal in vintage.

h, I see everyone naked,” he laghs, explining
15 only happess contey of dr Eiigs be n by
cvent He polnely and resoltely wor't be more specif
Vet knoving he has outited Rence Zellweger, Chloc
Sevigny, Jennifer Lopez and Rachel Griffiths, among
others, in vintage Chanel or Schiaparclli, Halston, Dior
esses, tlieves some of the conjecture
Cameron defnitcly had an influence on people
getting dressed up on the red carpet,” says Melisa
Magsayay, fashion witer at The Los Angeles Times
“And | think he played a big part in showing women
like

o Jean D

“San Francisco gave us counterculture ehion but
¢ out of LA” he believes
el when he opened Decades in
1997, s ot supring vinzgecoutur drsing ok o
fist n the Ciy of Angel. This i, aferall, Plont Fed
2 Tand where Him premices, award shows,
P ey e o e S BRI

"he continues,

hen mentions a quote he o
Kidman that h loves “She s, Decades s my favourie
store | have never been to.” Her stylst used to always pull
clothes for her.” After Kidman wore Loris Azzaro, he says,

al (and he consulted

You will find Decades on Melrose Ave up a light of
carpeted stairs (downstairs, Silver coowns Decadestwo,
modem designer consignment), lending the store a “by
appointment” feel, even though anyone can walk in

Silverisin i I
Carming and ehatty, e g docst ghve i 5 d o
style-wise either - he's wearing a fury Valentino cardigan
when anyone clsc after a long flight would be sporting
a hoodie. He had gone to host  vintage trunk show and
seems pleased with the result: “The past five or sx years
as the Asian market has opened up, there s a segment of
arbiters who understand vintage. The newly rich, they
want everything new, but 1 like to remind people that
things from the store were wom during  joyous time in
awoman's life, and probably only once or twice.

While Decades is based in LA, Silver's business is
now global, with a London shop-inshop (within Dover
Strect Market), trunk shows in Asia and the US, and
ecommercs e csmatebuyers of Decades g e
row mote thn 40 pr cent nonAmrican a5 i include
women inthe Midle East, Eutope and 4 mce et o
Australians “who are buying a ot of Hermes’

For us, the breac-and-butter busines is event
dresing, great codume jewclleryand Hemes b It
what made us, although we have plenty of daywear and
oot pieos tht e great” Shver s “The
attraction is to find something nobody else has and
v e e, coutts ket et Ohane)
i 880000, bl  vitag cmlure ane s $600. We e
basgaln basenent ] ok

oving ap n Bverly Hil, Siers s developed
carly, starting with a vintage tux wom to his prom. He

U "

soartfully constructed they tum youintoan excitable child
on their birthday — a sampling includes beaded gowns
fiom Galanos, Lacroix and Dior, coats from Norman
Norell, Alia and and pants.
Chane jewellery and Hermes bags st wating for buers
who lustfor b a partculareraand crafismarship
Syt Crsina Ehlich ol Los Angles magazine st
yeartha Decadeswas ber pick of s o becae
S

Muir, and Hermes shi

e hes the mos thoough s concs colecion o

couture. He'sthe funnicst goy. Going in there
1<k being gected by the man who hae th key o O,

CLA, then
tavelingatound the U peforing Weimar cab
On the oud b datd bying men' vioge clbing
Guce, YSL, Pucci, conl things for e to-wear” - and
\www,gn at women's vintage pieces as well, “ have
by ovd hion [he colcs Hemes. | vorked 2

Fred Sega in high school, it was kind of in my blor

When Sibercameaffthe o e Tound h b Wm\
ough piecs to open a o, hen considerd a 4
“Melrose in 1997 vas quiet, | emember real etate a e
i, Dot s P, wih LA thn ling oward caal
chic, the word vintage signalled to many “grandma clothes

There was nothing sophisticated about it. (Today LA
a vintage mecca, with a clutch of stores catering.

wearing callccable bahion h.w would gain traction

o yc
n“ intal ocus was Lwnm [mm the G and
v

e i Al and Mo ook gt
suddenly Versace i nteresting and Lacroixand Gauler.

His own e i vintage fvoun Viomnet, Madame Gres
and Halston, while modern designers he reveres include
Lagerfeld, Rodarte, Haider Ackermann and Rick Owens

Hllywoodars nolonger drssng hermseles o cvents.
(Yes,they did once, often with awkward result,

‘Around 1997 was the beginning of the big celebrity
red-carpet moment. Celebrities were becoming aware of
their image and creating a studio system for themsclves,
So  desgner mightaprasch by, o they could

y wa time when
Hu”\\\na(l actually bougm dun o m md\ lading o

“Silver wraps women in
design history while
delivering a smart ‘take
that’ to disposable fashion”

cites Kristin Davis at the Sex and the City 2 premicre
‘anity Fair
pary in Holly Harp, a Don Laper at the
Y007 Playig God premicre. This year Decade s aready
responsible for Julia Roberts in a YSL. necklace and Anne
Hathaway in Dior, both worn to benefits, while Calista
Flockhart donned Chanel for the Golden Globes

credibility,” explains Magsaysay. It tels their audicnce
they'rc nol coneerned with the hamster wheel of fshion
butprepare o wearsometin s

may havea voracious appetite for ghmorousclothes
but x loaning and gifling became the norm - 2 label

Siver has morphed into 2 branding expert and
entreprencur. Over the years he has been hired to consult
or Pringle, Samsonite, Costume National and Boucheron
butis now i focusing on building a new brand, his own
So for he has bithed a Decades Derim capsle
collection and collaborations with_jewellery house
Miriam Haskell and Moder Vintage Shoes. A Decades
coffce-able book is imminent, ready-to-vear i part of the
larger plan. There is also a deal for a rea
mun\u\um[xmunlﬂ”vmudmgl\vL\L\h\» ‘Our goal
istobuld Decadesasalfsylebrand tha
seloance as beng puncyors e
operative words here are vintage huxury. Sily
pot 25 mach stock in conemporary couture. Those
shows are primarily done for selling fragrance and red-

aity show,

s this historic

Soan vt oms sated h.m.m, “mm.“ great

is publicity and brand
st sl “Rodes i wa ity seppnod b
celebrites. Giorgio Beverly Hills could never exist now
because there is nobody to buy the clothes,” laments Silver

(once a L.m at llvz Mlhourne Fashion Festvl m;

Tedcarpet looks, his simple answer s all o then,but he

Vinage, however,

Td lace where fashion
is art at this moment in time but, lo me, couture was
about a woman's wardrobe.

Which is what Silver has achieved with Decades,

sceding zofh-century couture into the wardrobes o
that pecple il oy “Wete busir han et in tems of - sty women. He wraps thenin dedin histor
‘ b while ‘take that

revenue. Its defnitely

today butout red-carpet moments are special
Decades may have begun as retail but 15 years on

e e ahont e St the
red carpet. Everybody deserves lo look glamorous.



